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WORKING MOVIE TITLE:___
Producer:__                                       Director:__

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“THE SET UP”:

THE SETTING :(location, time period, etc.)

CENTRAL CHARACTER: (Who is the character around whom the story is built and is the main cause of most of the action.  This is usually the protagonist, but sometimes is the antagonist.  Sometimes, as in a buddy movie, there might be more than one central character. Describe this character)

WHAT IS THE MAIN GOAL OF YOUR CENTRAL CHARACTER? 

(The conscious goal, what he/she outwardly strives for.)

WHAT IS THE MAIN UNCONSCIOUS NEED OF YOUR CENTRAL CHARACTER? 

(The unconscious need that can either be the reason for the conscious goal, or that could get in the way of attain the conscious goal.)

WHAT IS THE MAIN CHARACTER FLAW OF YOUR CENTRAL CHARACTER? 

OPPOSING CHARACTER:

(Who is the main person who will oppose the central character, who will cause the main conflict, etc…..often the antagonist.  Describe this person and his motivation.  If it is an “opposing force,” then put a face on that force….Have a main character represent that force.)

List all other major characters  (Give a brief description of each, including significance to the main plot).
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WORKING MOVIE TITLE:_____
“THE CORE STORY”:

THE BEGINNING:  (Sometimes called ACT ONE):

The Setup:    (How will your movie begin?)
The Hook:  (What will “hook” or grab your audience; make them start the “suspension of disbelief?  This might be part of the setup.)

The Balance:  (A traditional movie starts in balance; what is the normal situation for these characters?)

The CATALYST: (Inciting Incident) (A story starts in balance, but the catalyst is something in the early part of the story that upsets the balance, giving the central character a desire, problem, need, goal, mission, or something to do.  The catalyst now gives the story direction and movement.)

BEATS:  (List what will happen in the first act besides the setup, the catalyst and the big event.)
Foreshadowing / Planting Seeds:  (What beats or other “seeds” will be planted to foreshadow what will eventually happen in the story;  these should not be obvious; do not give anything away;  they should be the types of inclusions that are subtle but that when the movie is over, the viewer can go back to the beginning and realize that the clues were there from the beginning.)

BIG EVENT:(end of act one): (An event that changes your central character’s life in a big way.  It is more dramatic than the catalyst, and it is the event that really sets the main story in motion.  It catapults the movie into act two.)

Your Movie Screenplay Outline              ( page  3  of   4 )
WORKING MOVIE TITLE:____
“THE CORE STORY”:

THE MIDDLE:  (Sometimes called ACT TWO):

BEATS, TWISTS and RISING CONFLICT (before the pinch):  (list what will happen)

PINCH: (About half way through the script, there is another major plot twist.  It is often a point of no return for the central character, or the moment when the character becomes fully committed, or when the motivation is strengthened or becomes clear.)

MORE BEATS, TWISTS and RISING CONFLICT (lead up to the crisis):  (list what will happen)

CRISIS: (An event that forces a crucial decision.  Often, it is the low point in the story, the moment when all looks lost, or when the lovers are separated, a life/death situation, makes the audience fret about how things will turn out in the end, etc.)
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WORKING MOVIE TITLE:___
“THE CORE STORY”:

THE ENDING:  (Sometimes called ACT THREE):

SHOWDOWN (CLIMAX): (When the central character and opposition character square off, or when the central character faces its ultimate opposition or obstacle, etc….It is the high point of the conflict. This is the biggest event or series of events because everything in the movie has led up to it.)

RESOLUTION / FALLING ACTION: (Tie up all loose ends of your plots and sub-plots)

DENOUEMENT: (An additional scene after all plots are wrapped up that adds finality to the movie; it often reinforces the final result of the plot; in Hollywood this is often “the happy ending.”  Not all movies need this!!!!)
REALIZATION: (The audience should realize that your central character has grown, changed, figured something out, etc.  Describe what this will be if your movie is successful.)

